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| am a freelance journalist who —
specializes in interactive, UNEY YORKS SHADOW TRANSIT
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m a - as e s o e I n - New YorK’s unofficial shuttles, called “dollar vans” in some neighborhoods, make up a thriving transportation
system that operates where the subway and buses don’t. This interacti with videos, maps out that system.
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My name is
Denise.

| work on the
graphics team at
The New York
Times.

75% above normal
50%
25%

South 57,000 total excess deaths

+6,000 more weekly deaths than expected
+4,000

+2,000

March April May June July

West 29,000 total excess deaths

+2,000
— _-IIIIIII---IIIIIII

March April May June July

RUSSIA




For more than 100 years, residents of Manhattan’s
Chinatown have given the streets informal names using a
variety of Chinese dialects.
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CHINATOWN STREET NAMES 73

Waverly
Place takes its name and becomes T’ien Hou Miao Gai—the Street of the
T’ien Hou Temple. The temple is presided over by the goddess T’ien
' Hou—Empress of Heaven—who is the patroness of sailors and all those
who travel by sea.

But before the turn of the century Waverly Place was known under
an entirely different Chinese name. It was then called Fifteen Cent Street.



In NYC, Chinatown is
the only
neighborhood where
streets were
systematically given
official names in
another language.
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Monday, September 25th, 2017

New York City Department of Transportation
Records Access Officer

55 Water Street, 4th floor

New York, NY 10041

Dear Sir/Madam:

Pursuant to the state open records law, N.Y. Pub. Off. Law sec. 84 to 90; 91 to 99, I am
writing to request access to and electronic copies of any record for the printing of a
new/replacement street name sign for Doyers Street, Pell Street, Mosco Street, and
Bayard Street in Manhattan between the years 1965 and 2017. For each instance where a
street sign was printed, please provide the date the street name sign was printed, and the
record of what the sign said (some signs have both English and Chinese, some have just
English, some have “honorary names” and some names have changed over time). I
believe these records should currently reside at the DOT Maspeth Printing Facility
(located at 58-50 57th Road in Maspeth, NY 11378).

I request that fees associated with searching or copying these records be waived as I
believe this request 1s in the public interest to further the understanding of the history of
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NEW_YORK CITY

ma. ammm Department of Transportation

POLLY TROTTENBERG, Commissioner

August 9, 2016

Aaron Reiss

reiss.aaron@gmail.com
RE: FOIL Request #: 2016-20786

Dear Mr. Reiss:
Please be advised that a search was conducted pursuant to your July 27, 2016 request for

records under Article 6 of the New York State Public Officers Law (“FOIL”). No documents
were found which are responsive to your request. Accordingly, your request is denied.




me .. Aaron, _ctown_streets NYT inquiry — NYC street signs -

Aaron, me,-ED _ctown_streets Following up on the Feb 9, 2021 call wi



me .. Aaron, _ctown_streets NYT inquiry — NYC stre~* signs -

S s o

nﬁ\

Aaron.m~ """ 1 we O " crown streets Following up on the Feb 9, 2021 call wi
Qﬁ“nate Y

f
i S



me .. Aaron, _ctown_streets NYT inquiry — NYC stre~* signs -

ated- -

No, we + pn s was

Aaron. m~ " \y W€ do _ctown_streets l-o"u,.(.)fdﬁ ]jke tH .~ Lab 9, 2021 call wi
oﬁ““ate 18,

f
i S



me .. Aaron,
_ctown_streets NYT inquiry — NYC stre~* signs -

o geated-

N, :
0, we s
on’t h- ; va .ﬂ\nm‘\ﬁ“
o We were unable to find any relevant street name sSign records
ately wWv T _ctown_streets— vf-é;?COrdS : o
verS like thig Cab 9, 2021 call wi

U ﬁ{oﬂ\lﬂ
]
= = I

A



m ,, “~ron. _ctown_streets NYT inquiry — NYC stre~* signs -

t reca an - . ed
II v t .
r eCords w yr €cor NG was cx ‘

€re ds S
probably destroyzgt 0 ar, Chiveg and t -~ records

ble to fina a, hink these .
Wy WY ~~ __ctown _streets FOnu.... 1 call wi

-

oy We were una

A

U



So we had to gather our own data.
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This is to amend the sign list attached to our Aug. 22, 1985
memo to John Chiafalo. Please fabricate the following number of
Street Name signs:

STREET NAME BILINGUAL STANDARD
ALLEN ST 33 1
BAXTER ST 94 1
BAYARD ST 108 = o un &
BOWERY Printed 73 Existin 2
CANAL ST in 1985 g7 9 Today 10
CATHERINE ST 86 <Bage°‘ =
CHATHAM Gy SNV -
CHRYSI'IESgI' 10 Walks) 1
DIVISION ST 138 -
DOYERS ST 20 -
E BROADWAY 1213 -
ELDRIDGE ST 21 1
ELIZABETH ST 3% 1
FLORENCE PL 10 e
FORSYTH ST 76 1
HENRY ST 7:5 -
HOGAN PL 9 4 -
*KIMLAU SQ 10 -
MADISON ST 65

MARKET PL 1o -
MARKET ST 66 -
MOTT ST ° 6 6 1
MULBERRY ST 53 1
OLIVER ST iy -
PARK ROW 22 -
PARK ST ¥ -
PELL ST 31 =
PIKE ST 12 3 -
ST JAMES ST lg -
WHITE ST 29 -



Pell Street at Bowery

JUNE 2018 NOVEMBER 2021
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GREMLINS 2:
THE NEW BATCH

We teld you
Resmenbrer the rubes.
You dida’t listen,

GREMLINS 2

THE NEW BATCH

Here they grow again,




@ Umi Syam is presenting

@ Sketch File Edit Insert Layer Text Prototype e Plugins View \ g ) B = Q & MonSep13 11:12AM

igns ~ Local D«

stown-signs

MULBERRY > S MULBERRY > §

| G
s 2
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Streets that currently have bilingual signs are labeled
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Yuh-Line Niou & @yuhline - 1m

Beautiful article. Also @NYCMayor and @NYC_DOT ..We should get our
signs back. Thanks!

Manhattan’s Chinese Street Signs Are Disappearing - The New York Times

nytimes.com
Manhattan’s Chinese Street Signs Are Disappearing

The arrival, expansion and disappearance of these bilingual street signs
have traced the ebb and flow of Chinese immigration in New York’s ...

The New York Times & @nytimes - 7h
As new waves of Chinese immigrants moved in over the decades, they
pronounced the same written Chinese characters differently in different

Chinese dialects.

nytimes.com/chinatown-signs

o Fujian dialect 7 By

It's the weekend.

Spend some time

with a few of this
week’s best reads.
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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

April 28, 2022

To: Council Member Marte and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

From: Bill Drafting Division

Re: LS #8137 8144 8375 — A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New
York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to install bilingual street
name signs

The attached legislation was prepared at your request and has been approved by the Legislative
Division for introduction pursuant to Rule 6.60(d) of the Rules of the Council. If you would like to
amend the draft, please contact Nicole Bramstedt at 212-482-4115.

X >
Nicole Bramstedt Beth Golub
Legislative Counsel Assistant Deputy Director

If you would like to introduce this legislation, please sign below and then deliver this coversheet
and one copy of the legislation, as well as a plain language summary if the legislation is a proposed
local law, to Adrienne Adams, Speaker, City Hall, in care of the Legislative Documents Unit before 1

.m. at least three business days before the Stated Meeting at which it is to be introduced. Each
additional prime sponsor of this legislation must also sign below.

Speaker Adams: Please introduce this legislation. Unless initialed here , my approval is not needed
for co-prime sponsorship.
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Council Member Marte

V423

The Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)
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Thanks!
Questions?

@erinreiss
@DeniseDSLu



